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§955.10 Prehearing briefs.

* % * In any case where a prehearing brief
is submitted, it shall be filed with the Board
at least 15 days prior to the date set for hear-
ing.

§955.11 Prehearing or presubmission
conference.

(a) Whether the case is to be sub-
mitted pursuant to §955.12, or heard
pursuant to §§955.18 through 955.25, the
Board may upon its own initiative or
upon the application of either party,
convene a conference to consider:

(1) The simplification or clarification
of the issues;

(2) The possibility of obtaining stipu-
lations, admissions, agreements on
documents, understandings on matters
already of record, or similar agree-
ments which will avoid unnecessary
proof;

(3) The limitation of the number of
expert witnesses, or avoidance of simi-
lar cumulative evidence, if the case is
to be heard;

(4) The possibility of agreement dis-
posing of all or any of the issues in dis-
pute; and

(5) Such other matters as may aid in
the disposition of the appeal.

(b) The results of the conference shall
be reduced to writing by the Board and
this writing shall thereafter constitute
part of the record.

§955.12 Submission without a hearing.

Submission of the case without hear-
ing does not relieve the parties from
the necessity of proving the facts sup-
porting their allegations or defenses.
Affidavits, depositions, admissions, an-
swers to interrogatories, and stipula-
tions may be employed to supplement
other documentary evidence in the
record which will be settled pursuant
to §955.14. The Board may permit such
submission to be supplemented by oral
argument (transcribed if requested),
and by briefs in accordance with
§955.24.

§955.13 Optional Small Claims (Expe-
dited) and Accelerated Procedures.

(a) The Small Claims (Expedited) Proce-
dure. (1) The Expedited Procedure is
available solely at the election of the
appellant. Such election requires deci-
sion of the appeal, whenever possible,

§955.13

within 120 days after the Board re-
ceives written notice of the appellant’s
election to utilize this procedure.

(2) The appellant may elect this pro-
cedure when:

(i) There is a monetary amount in
dispute and that amount is $50,000 or
less, or

(ii) There is a monetary amount in
dispute and that amount is $150,000 or
less and the appellant is a small busi-
ness concern (as that term is defined in
the Small Business Act and regulations
promulgated under the Act).

(3) In cases proceeding under the Ex-
pedited Procedure, the respondent shall
send the Board a copy of the contract,
the contracting officer’s final decision,
and the appellant’s claim letter or let-
ters, if any, within ten days from the
respondent’s first receipt from either
the appellant or the Board of a copy of
the appellant’s notice of election of the
Expedited Procedure. If either party re-
quests an oral hearing in accordance
with §955.9, the Board shall promptly
schedule such a hearing for a mutually
convenient time consistent with ad-
ministrative due process and the 120-
day limit for a decision, at a place de-
termined under §955.18. If a hearing is
not requested by either party, the ap-
peal shall be deemed to have been sub-
mitted under §955.12 without a hearing.

(4) Promptly after receipt of the ap-
pellant’s election of the Expedited Pro-
cedure, the Board shall establish a
schedule of proceedings that will allow
for the timely resolution of the appeal.
Pleadings, discovery, and other pre-
hearing activities may be restricted or
eliminated at the Board’s discretion as
necessary to enable the Board to decide
the appeal within 120 days after the
Board has received the appellant’s no-
tice of election of the Expedited Proce-
dure. In so doing, the Board may re-
serve whatever time it considers nec-
essary for preparation of the decision.

(5) Written decisions by the Board in
cases processed under the Expedited
Procedure will be short and contain
only summary findings of fact and con-
clusions. Decisions will be rendered for
the Board by a single Judge. If there
has been a hearing, the Judge presiding
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